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But you‘rhosenp\ ople, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special

possession, that y&ﬂmay declare the

praises of himfwhojcalled you out of
darkness his wonderful light.
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R rieSts:

spSacrificel™ Meal

. Judge

+ Bless

“,

~SRray.
~ Teach
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sVAlcaselstudy/in pro‘bL m-solving.
~PAtmodel for church government.
= Mercy ministry should'not be neglected.

» Word ministryimustihave priority.
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3 Problem and solutlon(6 1-6:6)
SsSummary of progress #210f,7. (6:7)

» Opposition to Stephen (6:8-6:15)

» Persecution'led by Saul{(8:1158:3)



< Philip

= Saul (Paul)
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@fox’ ?he Gentiles:

& Stephen”" '
-"Philip

= Saul (Paul) \

+» CorneliusSthelcenturion
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-2 Ofithe'Spirit

« Of God'’s grace g

» Of God’ spower
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iikelJesus:

& Rejectd inlthe syn_ggpgue

~wlried'by Sanhedrin withifalse testimony
» Committed his spiritito’'the Lord

e

» Prayedyforfforgivenessifor his killers
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iikepRaul:

:»Bowerfullspeaker ’

~2Committed to evangelism

» Faced false chargesioffopposing law / temple
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Then|thelhigh!priest asked'Stephen,
#Areithese charges'true?.

“,




Stephenvs “defense” (:2-7: 55)

3 Hxstory oflOT (7: 2-&50)

=tAbraham
~

» Joseph

+ Moses

» Counter- charge (7:5157:53)




#Brothers and fathers listen to me! The
God of glory appearedtto our. father Abraham
Whlle he wasjstill m[MesopotamIa before

the land I will Show you*
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“So'he Ieﬂ the Iand offthe’Chaldeans and
settled'in Harran. After the death of his
father, God sent hhtp this land where

you are nowlxvmg.
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sHe gav“hino inheritance here, not even
enough'ground to set'his foot on. But God
promised him that?ﬁ‘e]and his descendants

after him would§possess the land, even
thoughfat{thatftime¥Abraham had no child.
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:God spoke to'him in thIS way: For four
hundred'years your'descendants will be
strangers in a couﬁ?wnot their own, and they
will be enslayedfandimistreated. But I will

ithey;serve as slaves,” God

country and W¢ worship melin %
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“Then'helgave Abrah_gm covenant of
circumcision. And Abraham became the
father of Isaac ancikirgumcised him eight
days after hispbirth:yIlater Isaac became the

fatherjofi]acob acob became the



. ACLSE9~10

“Because\the patriarchsiwere jealous of Josephii
they/sold him as a slave,into Egypt. But God
was with him and?e’s’cued him from all his
troubles. HeygavesJoseph wisdom and

jtoJgainithe goodwill of Pharaoh

himruler

over Egypt and all'histpalace®
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“Thenlalfamine struck all’Egypt and Canaan’y =
bringing great suffering, and our ancestors
could not find fooﬁ.\When Jacob heard that
there was grainfing)Egypt, he sent our
forefathersfonftheirfirst visit.
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“On|theirisecond VISIttheph told his brothers
wholhe'was, and Pharaoh learned about
Joseph's family. Af’ter{this Joseph sent for
his father Jacobjlandthis whole family,
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“Theiribodies were brm back to Shechem}
andiplaced in the tomb that Abraham had
bought from the so‘rfs(of' Hamor at Shechem
for a certaingsumjofimoney. As the time

drewjneaniforiGodito fulfill his promlse to

Egypt had greatly increased’
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“Thenkalnew king, to‘m Joseph meant
nothing, came to power.in Egypt.” He dealt
treacherously withfouripeople and oppressed
our ancestorsjbyiforcing them to throw out

babies;so that they would die.
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¢“AtithatitimeMoses W%rn and he was
nojordinary child. For three months he was
cared for by his famxly‘ When he was placed
outside, Pharaohisydaughter took him and
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“Mosesiwas ducated{ig all'the wisdom of
the)Egyptians and was powerful in speech
and action. “When ' Moses'was forty years old,
he decided toyvisitthislown people, the Israelites.

bemg mistreated by an

avenged hlm by killingithe}
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“Mosesithought that th people would
realize'that God was using him to rescue
them, but they dicfklbte The next day Moses

came upontwollsraelites who were fighting.

Hejtriedftofreconcilelthem by saying,

‘Men®youfarelbrothers; ( ‘

want to hurt'each other?
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“Butithelmaniwho wgsmﬂreating the other
pushed'Moses aside’and said, ‘Who made
you ruler and judge*oyer us? Are you
thinking of killinggme'as you Killed the
Egyptianfyesterday

as a foreigner and hadftwelsons!
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sAfter. forty years had pass% an angel appeared
tolMoses in the flames of.a burning bush in
the desert near Mc?fﬁtySinai. When he saw
this, he wasjamazedfat the sight. As he
wentfoveritolgetialcloser [ooK,
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=lfam the God of yourfathers the God of
Abraham, Isaac and"Jacob.” Moses trembled

with fear and did n‘otldare to look. “Then the
Lord said tojhimiwlake off your sandals,

for thelplacefwherelyou are standmg
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] have mdeed seen theoppressxon of my
people’in Egypt. I have heard their groaning
and have come downito'set.them free.

Now come,waIIsend you back to Egypt.’
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ThIS is the same Moses they had rejected w1thi
thelwords, ‘Who made you ruler and judge?

.

He was sent to beltheiriruler,and deliverer
by God himself4through the angel who

appeared{tothimiinithe bush.
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“Helled{themlout of Egyp%nd performed
wonders 'and signs'in"Egypt, at the Red Sea
and for forty years'i?ﬂthe wilderness. “This is

the Moses whojtoldithe Israelites, ‘God will

raisejuplforsyoufaiprophet like me
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“Helwas|inithe asserr_LMthe wilderness,
withithe'angel who'spoke,to him on Mount
Sinai, and with our’a’ncestors; and he
received livingfwordsito pass on to us.
Butjour: refused to obey him.
Instead®theyirejectedyhi ‘ i

hearts turned'back to*Egypt
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#They. told Aaron Make%gods who will gois
before us. As for this fellow, Moses who led
us out of Egypt —’w’e}don’t know what has
happened to him!gThat was the time they

their own Igﬁds had*'made?
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«But God turned awayﬁ‘o’m them and gave
them'over to the worshlp of the sun, moon
and stars. This ag1%e’s;with what is written
in the book,ofitheyprophets:

’ mejsacrifices and offerings




“‘Yoﬁ have taken‘u pthe tabernacle of Molek 3
and the star of'your,god Rephan,

the idols you*ﬁmde to worship.
Thereforeglfwillysend you into exile’
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Our ancestors had theJtabernacIe of the covenant
[awawith them in the'wilderness. It had been
made as God dIre&e“d)Moses, according to

the pattern hehadseen




c/t A5G

“Afterlreceiving the tgpbgwacle, our ancestorsp
underiJoshua brought'it with them when they
took the land from’?ﬁgmations God drove out
before themyltiremained in the land until the

timejoffDaviddwholenjoyed God’s favor and
askedfthat{hefmightiprovidefaldwelling place
for the God of Jacob!
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sButiit sS»omon ‘\_yho built'a house for him*
However, the Most'High does not live in
houses made by htuman hands.

As the prophetsays:g
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<:Heavenis my throne;
and the earth is'my,footstool.
What kind of house willlyou build for me?
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“Youlstiff:necked pegpl‘, I"Your hearts and earsi®
arelstill'uncircumcised. You are just like your
ancestors: You alw.a\‘(ssresist the Holy Spirit!
Was there everjayprophet your ancestors

didinetjpersecute?
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“Theyleven'killed thgg%o predicted the
coming of the Righteous,One. And now you
have betrayed anm‘urdered him — you who
have receivedithejlaw/that was given through
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sWhen the members joffthe'Sanhedrin heard
this) they were furlous and gnashed their
teeth at him. But Stephen full of the Holy
Spirit, lookedjupitojheaven and saw the
glory ofiGodNandiJesus standing at the




“looksahelsaid, I se‘gheaven open
andithe'Son of Man'standing at

the right hand of GOd&

",




urch preblems:

sPAdministrative ”SIander

iISsues - Conspiracy
='Ethnic strife .:. Violence

% ]ealousy
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Sojthe word of God spread The number of
disciples'in Jerusalem increased rapidly,
and a large numb%foprlests became

obedient tothefaxth:
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Brophet 3? priest?

« A propyhé'i's”peaks tothe people
onibehalf of God.

= A priest speaks to God'

on behalf ofthepeo’ple.
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-1Sinnersland robbelgﬁi-‘lo’sea)
-2Greedy and complacent,(Micah)
» Intoxicated (Isaiah)‘

» Worshipedfalsefoodsi(Jeremiah)
~sUndiscerning ('_b:zekiel)

» Gave wrong'instructionsj(Malachi)
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:Ghristians|did not sweep through the
Roman'Empire because they were nice.
Rather, they saw thatljesus was their high

priest and asxftheywere all priests.”
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syou who have receigedthe law. that
wasigiven through angels but
have not obeyed iths

",
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«Make It f pureggld and engrave on'it}
asion'a’seal: holy to'the LORD. Fasten a
blue cord to it to a'tt‘a’c,h it'to the turban;

it is to be onthefront ofithe turban.
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Itiwilljbelon'Aaron’s io?eh’ead, and he will
bearithe guilt involved'in,the sacred gifts
the Israelites cons%c—?ate, whatever their
gifts may begltiwillijbeion Aaron’s forehead




gguilbinvelvedinithelsacred giftsa

& Gene‘;itecomes;nanipulation.
~SHumility becomes,;people-pleasing.

» Obedience becomes’self-righteousness.

"'




PRomansts:10-11

As'itlisiwritten: ’

@lhere'is no one righteous, not even one;

there is no oneﬁrho understands:
there is nojoneywho seeks God.
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they have together'become worthless;

there is no one wholdoes good,
not evenyone’s




“Was|therelever a prgphet your. ancestors
didfnot'persecute? They.even killed

those who predictgilthe coming of

the Righteous@ne.”
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> Saeiies neal

. Judge

~SRray. - 5

+ Bless
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Then he'ﬂ- felll oh his knees and cried out,
eford’ do not hold 'this sin against them.”

",




" ¥Samueli2:25

[Samuelftollsraelites]:®As for me, far be it
from'me that I should'sin against the LORD
by failing to pray f%ﬁypu. And I will teach
you the wayathatjis;good and right.”




e*learn (lastweek)?

<A casst in pro*bL m-soIving.

~PAtmodel for church government.
= Mercy ministry should'not be neglected.

» Word ministryimustihave priority.
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ro;y:al priesthood:

spSacrificel™ Meal

- Judge

~PPray. .
~

+ Bless
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Shyouibeingicalled?

~pliolreceive!Christ ’

~wlolbecome a member ofiMelbourne
Community Church

» To pray,/atolreceiveiprayer
w:¥lolaffirmforireaffirmial commitment

» To receive the' LORD!sISuppet:




