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hat will we learn®

" MGodfisfremarkably patient with our C%Ubts
unfaithfulness!

s¥Thelgracelof.God is'surprising and unwarranted:

» The, gracelof. God, turns our bitterness and
sl FI W
dlsappomtment into joy.

& thhmg is impossible for God.
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t‘o Abraham: “I will ...”

eltwillfmakelyou into a great nation 4 &
& Uil bless you.”

“I will make your‘name great.”

“Ifwill'blessithosejwho bless you.”
/ k. '
- Jwilligivetyouiall theiland that you see
o T will make your offspring like the dust of the earth”

L —




Hw eld was Abraham?®

¥/5kwhenthelleft Haran (Genesis 12)% %
386 whenylshmael wasiborn (Genesis 16)

:+100jwhen’Isaac was born (Genesis 21)




B Hebrews 13:1-2

Keepfon [oving|one another as brothers, and
sisters¥Dofnotiforgetitoishow hospitality

tolstrangers;ifor’byisoldoing some people

ha}v%'ﬁlown hospitality to angels

; - l ‘ - .Y "‘
withoutiknowing it -
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B Genesis 18:1-2

ylihe appeared to Abraham near the X
greatitreesfoffMamrelwhile he was sitting

atithejentranceitothisitent in the heat

oﬂthe day Abraham looked up and saw three
ment'gtandmg'nearby When he saw them,

fhe humed’from the entrance of his tent to meet
them, and'bowed low to the ground.
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B Genesis 18:3-5

HeYsaidSsIf{l have found favor in your eyes, my, lord,
doinotipass r servantby. Let a little water be

broughtiandithen'you'may all wash your feet
andfrest under this free. Let me get you something

R A e b v~
to eat;?s&ygy'car? be refreshed and then
» . . *.\ ‘
’ go on"'your way.— now, that you have
-~ . %)
come tolyour servant.
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. Genegis 18:5-6

aVervawellthey answered, “do as yoﬁsay.”
SoJAbraham$hurriedfinto the tent to Sarah.

sQuicki@he’said; “getithree seahs ofithe
finest rour and knead it and

bake»some}breéd
/r‘ s " y 4




B Genesis 18:7-8

ﬁmmm tolthe herd and selected a'.éhpice,
tenderjcalffandjgavelitito a servant, who

hurrxedgto preparelit: Helthen brought some
curds'and milk andithe calf that had been
prepared‘andtset these before them. While
they ate ?I‘le stood near them under a tree.

-

t




| Genesis 18:9-10

EWherelislyouriwife Sarah?” they asked! him.
wlihereMinltheltent)*heisaid. Then one of

themysaid} “Iiwill*surely/return to you about
’ '7’1‘ - ’
thisitime next'year,'and Sarah your wife
: 2 ’ :\' :n‘)
will’havefafson?” ™ *
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dGenesis 18:10-12

NowfSarahtwas listening at the entrance toithe
tentSwhichfwas, behindihim. Abraham and

Sarahfwere'alreadyjvery/old, and Sarah was

past the a age of chIIdbearmg So Sarah laughed
to hei'rs'e'lf' as, she thought “After I am worn

ogt aﬂd my. lord is old, will I

now have this pleasure?*
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MGenesis 18:13-14

iihenfthelllordisaid to Abraham, “Why,diq
Sarah¥laughfandisay,sWill I really have a

ChIId now, that!lfamiold?’ Is anything too
hard for the LORD'? [ will return to you

at: theiappomted tlme next year

B b
and'Sarah will have a'son.’
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AGenegsis 18:15

Sarahtwaslafraid, so she lied and said® &
eI{didfnot: laugh.“Butihe said,

aYes! YOU‘dId laugh
/)'
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Wlter Brueggemann:

¢4 7K, ‘ P ."

andlespecially Sarah, are not'y
offeredfherelasymodels|of faith but as
moc;'els(of disbelieffFor/them, the
poweﬁul promxse of God outdistances

thelroabllltﬁto recélve it.”
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Timeline:

& promised.
-¥Sarahflaughed’y
-

~) PP
-1 Godidelivered:




Genegig 20:1-2

NowgAbraham!moved on from there intos
thefregionfofjthe’Negeviand lived between
Kadeshfand'ShurSEorialwhile he stayed in
Gerg'r‘and ithere Abraham said of his wife
Sarah vahQ\IS my %sister.” Then Abimelek

k:gg 2{ Gerar sent for'Sarah and took her.
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Genegig 20:45

ButlGodlcamejto Abimelek in a dreamfone
nightfandfsaiditothim’#You are as good as

deag becausejofitheiwoman you have
taken she iisla married woman.’




Genegis 20:4-5

NowgAbimelekihad not gone near her'® %
sojhe glordwilllyou destroy an

innocengnation'?‘Did he'not say to me,
She‘x? my,,sxster and didn’t she also say,
‘He' Is'.:r'ﬁy brother ?'I have done this with
a 'cl’ezf conscxénce and clean hands.”




Genesgig £20:6

iihenlGod{saidito him in the dream, “?‘és,,
ﬂm didisthisiwith a clear conscience,

andfisoplthaveikeptiyou'from sinning
against me: That IS why I did not let

you toucﬁ”her o
/r‘ s " y -




Genegig 20:7

N owjreturn the' man’s wife, for he is a‘f '\
he willipray for you and you

will Ii‘v‘e Butjifiyouldoinot return her,

you may, beisure that you and all
& ~3
who'belong\to you will die.”
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Genegis 20:8-9

Earlyithelnextimorning Abimelek sumr’riogled
allfhisYofficialsyandiwhen he told them

all thg},had happened; they were very much
afraxd Then Ablmelek called Abraham in

and Sa}Id What ‘have you done to us?
{ " .
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Genesis 20:9-10

sHowjhavell wronged you that you have '\

kmgdom'? 2Youlhave done things to me that
should never be done.” And Abimelek asked

Abraham What Was your reason

for‘.domg this?"
T
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Genegis 20:11-12

replied, “I said to myself, "I'h’érq is
surelyinolfearjofiGodlin,this place, and they

willJkillime’becauselofimy wife.” Besides,
shelreallylisimy sister, the daughter of my
fathef‘:tho‘ugh‘not of. my mother;

ar}d sEe %came my wife.
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. Genegis 20:138

CAndiwhenlGod had me wander from ﬁiy‘,
fatheristhousehold! I'said to her, ‘This is

how, Ygu’;can,sho’w your:love to me:
Everywhereiwe go,'say of me, “He is my

ll.n’% .o "‘)
brother! ¢ ik
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MGenesis 20:14-15

ihenVAbimelekibrought sheep and cattlely
andfmalefandifemalelslaves and gave them

to Abraham,\and he'returned Sarah his wife
to, h1m And Ablmelek said, “My land is

before«you‘hve wherever you like.”
{ ? ’ } y -
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MGenegis €0:16

iToYSarahihelsaid, “I am giving your brg,thgr
althousandishekels ofisilver. This is to

cover thefoffenseagainst you before
all‘who are yv1th you; you are
completely;vmdlcated

/r‘ r"’




MG enesis 20:17-18

iihenyAbraham|prayed to God, and God! \
Abimelekhisiwife and his female

slav’es sojthey/couldthave children again,

forjithe Lordihad kept all'the women in
Abimelekis )household from conceiving

be(catge%‘f" Abraham’s wife Sarah.




Federick Buechner:

wMartin Puther said once, ‘If I were God! X
Ikdfkickithefworlditolpieces.” But Martin
Luthekwasn’t GodNGod'is God, and God

hasiﬁever kicked tPe world to pieces.
i . —
- \.




Federick Buechner:

wHelkeepsirezentering the world. He ke'ép§
gihimself  to/thelworld by grace,
keegs somehow blessing the world, making
possxble a kind of life which we all, in our

deepe@bemg hunger for.”

/r‘ r"y




PHebrews 11:11-12

qum even Sarah, who was pastichild-
bearinglagewas/enabled to bear children

beca’uge shelconsidered'him faithful who had

made the promlse And'so from this one man,

and he! as’good as dead came descendants
Wilke T4

as(numerous as'the stars in the sky and as

countless as the sand on the seashore.
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Walter Brueggdemann:

FAbrahamiand|Sarah have by this time® X
becomefaccustomeditoitheir barrenness.
Theylarejresigned‘toitheir closed future.

e
They}mve accepted that hopelessness as
‘normal® fv"’f he’gospel promise does not meet
.
thgm in\receptive hopefulness but in

resxstant hopelessness.”

t




Genegis £1:1-2

INowgthe}I!oRDiwas gracious to Sarah ag',h,e had
andfthe}.oRrRD didifor Sarah what he had

ptomised¥Sarah'became pregnant and bore
a son'to Abraham in his old age, at the very

tlmel(}}oc%lad'pro?msed him.
e’
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dThe grace of God:

ltdisfundeserved. L 2
Jltfisfunexpected. .
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Genegis 21:4-5

saveithe name Isaac to the s%‘n‘.,
Sarahiborefhim. Whenthis son Isaac was

eight{daysiold;’Abraham circumcised him,

as,(?’f)ﬁ~ commanded him. Abraham was a

hundlfe'a;fears oId when his son

Isaac was born 'to him.
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Genegis 21:6-7

Sarahfsaid’ “Gd has brought me laughter,
who'hears about this will

laugh w1th me’ *And'she added, “Who

would have said to Abraham that Sarah

Would¢nu¥se chlldren'? Yet I have

bc;rne:hxm a son in his old age.”




B Pcalm 126:1-2

\Whentthellord restored the fortunesfofiZion,
\welwerellike thosejwho dreamed.

Qurimouthsiwerefillediwith laughter,

our tongues with songs of joy.

Then»’xt?w%Tsald among the nations,

? The 'WORD has done great things for them.”
- 'y :
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Luke 6:21
esus B ¥y

gBlessedfarefyou whothunger now,

7 .1 - .
E}"you will*be satisfied.

Blessed:arelyou who weep now,
;'-ﬂ‘ -f‘..“‘ 1)
» forjyoupwill laugh.
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John 16:20

M Very truly I tell you, you will'w weep
whilelthelworld rejoices.

You WIII-xngeve but your, grief

will tt':'r’n to JOY a




PRomans 4:18-19

)Against{alllhope; Abraham in hope belig\‘red and
sojbecamelthejfatherlofimany nations, just as

itthadibeen said‘tothim;=So shall your
oﬂ'sprmg be Wlthout weakening in his faith,
he faceds the\fact thatshis body was as good as
dead i since he was about a hundred years
old — and that Sarah’'s womb was also dead.
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| Romans 4:20-21

Wenheldidinotiwaver through unbeliefa \
regardingfthelpromisefof God, but was

strengthenedfinhisifaithland gave glory to
ng?being fully pgrsuaded that God had

- l : 4 L e N -
power;t'o’dfé‘yvhat he had promised.
/‘r‘ ‘v’ o 3
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MJoshua 21:43-44

Sojthe gave Israel all the Iand herﬁagl
swornftoJsivejtheirlancestors, and they took

possession’ofjit’andsettled there. The LORD

gave; ‘them; rest on every side, just as

l
he had sworn‘to thelr ancestors
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Boshua 21:44-45

Notlonelofitheir enemies withstood them:
thel)!ORDJoavelallitheitlenemies into

’

theirghands*Not‘onelofiall the LORD's
good'promises to Israel failed;

everymne‘\‘ifas‘ fulfilled.
N e | o N




Iuke 1:536-47

[ifhefangel Gabriel]: “Even Elizabeth y?a‘ur,
relativelis g_cp{t&g torhave a child in her

oldfage¥andishe'whoilwas said to be unable

-
to, concexve IS in her sixth month. For no

wordsfro God WIII ever fail.”

/"‘ "' ‘\




(Mark 10:2'7

jJesus}lookedfatithem and said, “With r?1ar;
this}is! 1mpossxble butinot with God;

all’t}l'ﬁgs-are ipossibleiwith God.”
o Ll




Wat have we learned?

" MGodfisfremarkably patient with our C%Ubts
unfaithfulness!

s¥Thelgracelof.God is'surprising and unwarranted:

» The, gracelof. God, turns our bitterness and
sl FI W
dlsappomtment into joy.

& thhmg is impossible for God.
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A_e you being called?

" JlojreceivelChrist . 2
plolbecomela membei“of Melbourne
Commumty Church

To pray /ito recelve prayer
To afﬁrm ot reafﬁrm a commitment

To receive the LORD's'Supper
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