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Genuinelconversion:

spEveryoneineeds it. ’

=wltistarts with rational thinking.

» It continues with spiritual discernment.

» It is partyoffajprocess:
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Ch'msman CONVErsion:

SIS In‘itxated by Gogr
~Mltichallenges religion.

» It features transformation by the Holy Spirit.

» It comesthrou ghthe words of the Gospel.
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A Could| the dxfficulty‘you face be goading
fromfa’loving shepherd?

=rSuffering is purposeful'foribelievers.
When life fallsfapartiyou have a choice.

receiving both,sides
of the gospell |
and Jesus’ provision.



(Acts)932°43)
-MInfLydda, Aeneas,is healed,from paralysis.

= In Joppa, Tabitha (Dorcas) is
raised from{death™

Simon the Tannet!




]
BACLS @152

BtiGaesarealthere Wa_sMn named
Cornelius, a centurion in,what was known
as the Italian Regi%ént. He and all his
family were,devoutiand God-fearing;
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Onelday/at about threelin'the afternoon he
hadfalvision. He distinctly,saw an angel

of God, who cametohim and said,
“Cornelius!’ Gornelis stared at him

inffearSaWhat{islit®ford?” he asked.
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Thelangel Wered,iﬁc'm’rprayers and gifts
tolithe'poor have come up,as a memorial
offering before God®Now send men to
Joppa to bringfbackiaiman named Simon

P

Simonftheftanneriwhoselh
is by the sea®
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When the angel whog?ok’eto him had gone;
Cornelius called two'of his servants and
a devout soldier w'h‘o\was one of his
attendants. Heltoldithem everything that
hadyhappened sent them to Joppa.
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Aboutinoonithe foIIowMay as they were™
onitheir journey and'approaching the city,
Peter went up on t“Yroof to pray.

He became hungryand wanted something
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He'saw, heaven openedand something like
ajlarge’sheet bemg [et down to earth by
its four corners. Itﬁ)’ntained all kinds

of four-footedfanimals; as well as reptiles

and birds! MGJ voice told him,
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“Surely/not) Pord!” Pgteﬁ replied. “I have
neverieaten anything'impure or unclean.”
The voice spoke tofhim'a second time,

Do not calljanythinglimpure that

Godyhasfmadefclean®

(4
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Afterihe) had Ieﬂ the cro*dand entered the
house; his dxsc1ples asked him about this
parable. “Are you?&dull?” he asked.
“Don’t you,seejthatinothing that enters a

‘theloutside can defile them?
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sForjit d’go intojtheir heart but
intoitheir stomach and then out of the
body.” (In saying thlswjesus declared

all foods cleana)
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Helwentlon:sWhat cg%ut of a person is
what!defiles them. For it is from within,
out of a person'’s I%&rt: that evil thoughts
come — sexuallimmorality, theft, murder,

malice, deceit, lewdness,




Thislhappened threeLtimes, and immediately
thelsheet was taken back.to heaven.

~
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~rDeniallofi]esus ’

sBRestoration by Jesus

+ Commission to Gentiles

"
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WhilelBeteriwas won.cje?i%about the meaning
ofithelvision, the men'sent by Cornelius
found out where S‘i?ﬁ”qn’s house was and
stopped at thejgate¥They called out, asking

if.Simon Eﬂmm known as Peter



/ -
A'CLSIO:A9-21

WhilelBeteriwas still thinking about the
vision, the Spirit said'to him, “Simon, three
men are looking f'o%you. So get up and go
downstairs. ,Dolnotshesitate to go with

them¥fordlfhavelsentithem.” Peter went
down*andfsaiditotheimen®slimithe one
you're looking for. Whyj}
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The'menireplied, “We QM)me from Corneliusi
thelcenturion. He is'a'righteous and God-
fearing man, who ﬁespected by all the
Jewish people¥Asholy/angel told him to ask

comeltojhisthouse so that he could

hearwhat you haveitolsay’s@lheniEBeter,

invited the men into the
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The next day Peter staM)ut with them,
andlsome of the believers from Joppa went
along. The followin‘.g!day he arrived in
Caesarea. Corneliuswas expecting them
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As)Peterientered the _I_l(os se, Cornelius met
himfand'fell at his feet in ,reverence.
But Peter made him*ga up. Stand up,”

he said, “I amonlyq man myself.”
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While talkmg w1th hlm‘fgter went inside
andifound a large gathermg of people.
He said to them: “?B’uoare well aware
that it is againstjourdlaw for a Jew to

associatelwithforavisitia Gentile.
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#But God has' shown ‘r'nethat I'should not
callfanyone impure’or unclean. So when
['was sent for, I ca%?e\without raising any

objection. MayIask;why you sent for me?”
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Corneliuslanswered: ‘M days ago
[fwasiin'my house praying at this hour,
at' three in the afternoon’ Suddenly a man
in shining clothesjstood before me and
‘ Godfhas heard your prayer

and remem&gred vousrigiftsitoltheipoor..
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“SendltolJoppa for SLMho is called
Peter’’He is a guest'in'the home of Simon
the tanner, who Ii\%slby the sea.” So I sent
for you immediatelysfand it was good of

jtoleverythingthe

Pord'haslcommanded voultoltellfus
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BDoublefvision:

~VActs|9VAnanias andSauI
+PActs™0: Cornelius,and Peter

~

“,
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Then|Peter began to _slp,w ak: “I'now realize how,

truelitiis that God does not,show favoritism
A Y .

but accepts from eyvery/nation the one who
fears him and{deesywhat is right. You know
theymessage sent to the people of Israel,
announcingjthelgoodinewslofipeaceithrough
Jesus Christfwho 1
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You know what has haMd throughout the
province of Judea, begmnmg in Galilee after
the baptism that ]olhpreached — how God
anointed Jesus|offNazareth with the Holy Spirit
andjpoweryandihowihe went around doing

goodfand healmg alliwhojwerelundesithe power, .

of the devil, because Godiwaswithihim?
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A are‘itses offeverything he did in
thelcountry of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
They killed him by’h‘anging him on a cross,

but God raisedthimifrom the dead on
thethirH caused him to be seen.
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cHelwastnotiseen by@IIthe people, but by
witnesses whom God*had already chosen —
by us who ate and?di‘ank with him after he

rose from thedead.
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“Helcommanded us Lop%ch to the people
andito'testify that he'is the one whom God
appointed as judge’dﬂthe living and the
dead. All theyprophetsitestify about him

that{everyonefwholbelieves in him receives
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Reterisisermon:

~wlhey;, (or you) k:lled esus
-2Godfraised him from thejdead.

= We apostles are allfwitnesses.

",
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WhilelPeteriwas still EMHQ these words,

thelHoly Spirit came'on all who heard the
message. The circaﬁc_ised believers who

had come with§Beterswere astonished that
theysiffofithe}HolyiSpirit had been poured
out’evenfoniGentiles¥Eoritheypheardithem
speaking in tongues'andipraising |
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Then|Peterjsaid, “SULM) one can stand inj =
thelway of their being'baptized with water.
They have receiveﬁ'thfe Holy, Spirit just as
we have.” Sojhejordered that they be



— w2
A TR

Thelapostlesiand the‘bzl‘ie'vers throughout
Judea'heard that the Gentiles also had
received the word%ﬂ('}od. So when Peter

went up to Jerusalemithe circumcised believers

criticizedthimY¥fandfsaid, “You went into
houseloffuncircumecisedfmen

and ate withithem'”
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#As’I began to speak the"Holy Spirit came
onithem'as he had come,on us at the
beginning. Then I?e‘membered what the
Lord had said:ohnibaptized with water,

butsyou Qzﬂ]]h baptized with
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SolifiGod gave'them @gﬁme gift he gave usi
wholbelieved in the'Lord Jesus Christ, who
was I to think thatﬁféquld stand in God's
way?’ Whenytheygheard this, they had no

further and|praised God, saying,
“So'thenWeyenitolGentiles|Godihasjgranted
repentance that leads
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Ch'msman CONVErsion:

SIS In‘itxated by Gogr
~Mltichallenges religion.

» It features transformation by the Holy Spirit.

» It comesthrou ghthe words of the Gospel.
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InitiatedibyiGod

m
~»Peter:lWhy/did yousend for.me?”
=2 Cornelius: Because God;sent. for me.

~

",



> .S. [fewis:

“Amiable astics vgilltalk cheerfully about}
isman‘'s'search for God” To.me, as I then
was, they might as’v?e,ll have talked about

the mouse’ssearehfor the cat.”
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G hallengeltoireligion:

& [Ange to Crneliu§]: God noticed your
generosity to the poor ...
=" [Jesus to Nicodemus]:¥You'must be

born again




Puttlng @ux’selves 169} Grod’s place

~VBy;, breakmg all the"ules

~¥Bylkeeping all the,rules

~
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CHely Spiit‘tr'msformation

& Speakg ' iongues— sociological
=#Praising God — psychological

-~

"'



~FApproval

o

+ Comfort
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Helcommanded'us tojpreach to the people
andito'testify that he'is the one whom God
appointed as judge’dﬂthe living and the
dead. All theyprophetsitestify about him that

everyonejwholbelieves in him receives
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Ch'msman CONVErsion:

SIS In‘itxated by Gogr
~Mltichallenges religion.

» It features transformation by the Holy Spirit.

» It comesthrou ghthe words of the Gospel.
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Imphcatzons:

DO you feel madequate? Don't “call anyone
impure'or unclean’ (mcludmg yourself).

«'As we make disciplesfwe should be
prepared tojgivefandireceive.

:yAskithelrightfquestions: Not, Will it work

for me?’ butils! Ith*
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Shyouibeingicalled?

~pliolreceive!Christ ’

~wlolbecome a member ofiMelbourne
Community Church

» To pray,/atolreceiveiprayer
w:¥lolaffirmforireaffirmial commitment

» To receive the' LORD!sISuppet:




