


Whatwilllwe learn?

“sSuccessjandiusefulnesstare defined by God:

-wlhe,GoodNews of Jesusirequires a response:




Luke1-200"

\GabriellandZechariah](*1:5-25)
~-aGabrieliand*Mary,(1:26-38)

:xMary’s'song,(1:39:56)
5 B1rth of Johnythe 'Baptist (1:57-66)
L8 Zecharlah s songi(1:67-80),

erth,kof Jesus (2 15 7 !EJW.




Whosdesus?

“»Savior.
~nChrist
B3 LOl‘dh




Lukel2:22-23

"When'theitime'came, forithe purification rites
“required'bysthe’law of'Moses, Joseph and
Marystookshimito, Jerusalem to present him
to'the;lford (aslitiisiwtitten'in the Law of thel s
Lord; ‘Every firstborn male is to,be consecrated
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Luke:2:24%"

anditofoffersalsacrifice infkeeping with what
isisaid,in"the-Faw of the]Lord: “a pair
oftdoves’oritwo young,;pigeons.”




10 enicia

ISI’ ael

at the time of 3
the birth of Christ

7;'_. v
o

23
{48
ey

e

GAESAREA s
GREAT SEA A
(The Mediterranean) i j%"” Samaria

ORDAN
Judea RIVER

BETHEL e it D
T Ol (50
JERUSALEM ¢ ¢, BETTHANVYA

BETHLEHEM! o



BRIOEEMAIS] e

Israel

at the time of
the birth of Christ

CAESAREA o

GREAT SEA
(The Mediterranean)

JORBA »

BETHEL e

JERUSALEM e o BETHANY:
BETHLEHEM e

UH
o BETHSAIDAS

o CANAS 55 . o):
GALILEE

o NAZAREH

JORDAN
RIVER

JORDAN
RIVER

MELBOURNE
COMMYNI IY
CHURCI

SALT
SEA




Tuke': 2526

'Now,there'was'a man.injJerusalem called
“Simeon;'who-was'righteous and devout.
Heswasiwaiting for,the,consolation¥of Israel,
and'thefHolyiSpiritiwas on*him. Itthad beenis
revealed to him byithe Holy Spirit that he
: ‘wgg_!dsnot (die before he had seenjs




“righteousiand devout®

Righteousnessi= Devotion =
~wRight conduct ~wRight belief
3 Orthtépljaxy =nOrthodoxy
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Lukell:&7

Movedtbyithe 'Spirit,.he,went
into the'temple’courts.




Lukela:27:29"

‘When'thejparents,brought'in the child Jesus
“tordofor’him-what'the custom of the'Law
required,ASimeon took him in hisfarms

and'praised God; saying:

B -Sovereign Lord; as you have,promised;;
’m you' may NOW, 'dismiss yout{setrvant!injpeace’
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.




Christmas Songs

~wMagnificat
«wBenedictus
- Gloria

« Nunc Dimittis




Lukel2: 3032

sForimy/eyes'have ,seen'your salvation,
» awhich'youhave prepared|in the sight of all nations:
allightiforyrevelation to'the Gentiles)
andithe"glory ofsyour people Israel.”
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Isaiah 49:687"

-

S eltisitoo'smallia,thing for you to be my servant
" to restoreithe'tribes ofiJacob

andibring back those of Israel Ifhave kept:
Iwilllalso'makeiyoufailight for theiGentiles’ i
S that,my, salvation may reach




“aslight forirevelationz®

=nJohnt1:4-5 +John 9:5
~pJohn;1:9 =sjohn 12:46
$»John,8:12 swActs 26:22-23




Jonhn:8:129"

WheniJesus'spoke;againjto'the people, he said}
sl am'the’light'of‘the'world. Whoever follows

meswillineveriwalk inidarkness, butiwill have
the'lightyof life’’
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L uke!2:339

iThe:childis'father;and mother marveled at what
was_ said'about*him:




Lukele:34-35"

iThen'Simeon;blessed,them’and saidto Mary;
“hisymother:sThis'child'isjdestined to cause
theifallingiand(rising of ' many in Israel,
and'toibe;a'sign thatiwill:be spokenlagainst)i ¥
soithat,the thoughts of many hearts will be}
. *Ifége;glgglgAnd a SVYE)I‘CI will.erce.-
___yourfownisoulitoo: ‘




“fallingland risingy

~wPsalm"1/118:22 +Luke 20:17-18
~wlsaiah8:13*15 -»*Romans 9:30-33
> Isaiah28:13-16 snl¢Peter 2:6-8




Psalmfilils:22:25

The stone‘the buildersirejected

b has become’the cornerstone;

thelEoRD)has]done this;
andiityis'marvelous'in our eyes.
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Jouke 2017

Jesus'lookedidirectly,atithem and asked, “Then
what'is themeaning ofithat which'is written:

666

The'stonelthejbuilders;rejected
has;become;ithe cornerstone’?”
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Isaiah\8:13-14"

" The LORD’Almighty,is the one you are to'regard as holy;
= he'is'thejone'you arejto fear,

hesisjthelone you are 'to'dread:
He'willibe  atholy:place;

2 for. both Israelyand Judah he will'be

" *‘ar'tone‘that causes,peoplejto,stumblei,

s and'a rockithat gake!-s't%~fallww ‘
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Isaiah:28:16"

So;thisfisi\whatithe,Sovereign LORD says:

#See, Iylay’a¥stonelin Zion, a tested stone,
alprecious.cornerstone for a sure'foundation;
the one'who'relies'on' it
s willinever. beistricken with panic.”
s ¥ o

- ~ LN
g 4’:‘ v

b

\




Romans:9:30:31

‘What thenishall we,say2iThat the Gentiles,
“who did*notipursue'risghteousness, have

obtained'it;fajrighteousness that isiby faith;
butithe'people’ofilsrael} who pursued
thellaw, as the'way of righteousness,

3 .hzgr.e‘,ﬁn%gatt'amed ‘thelr goal. —
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Romans!9:32:53

\Why;not?Becausethey,pursued it not by faith
“butias.if'itswere'by/works! They stumbled
overithe stumbling ,stone™ As it isjwritten:

“See)l lay,in Zion a'stone that causes people to stumble
Fandia rock that'makes them fall, |

ﬁand’ihe ‘one whoibelieves'inthim e i
: WIII never‘be:fputltossham: l@.w"""




1 Peter:2:9-10"

’But'youlare'alchosen,people, a royal priesthood)

= a holy nation; God's'special possession, that/you |
may/declare the praises of'him wholcalled you
outlofidarknessiintothisiwonderful Tight. OnceS
you,were not'a‘people, but'now you'are the
people( ‘:}God onceyou‘hadinotireceived

: -~

mercy, ‘but now; you*have recelvedr mercy**"
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Lukel2: 3637

There waslalso’a prophet;"Anna, theldaughter
ofiPenuelivofithe’tribe offAsher. She was

verylold;'shethad lived with her husband
seven,years after'herfmarriage, andithen
was a widow untilishe was eighty-four.
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LukelR:37:38" L

'She:neverileftitheitemple!but worshiped night
“and day) fasting'and‘praying. Coming up
tolthem|atythativery. moment, shejgave
thanks/to,God'andispoke about theichild
torall. who were looking forward




“fastingand prayings

sthe'redemption,of.Jerusalem” (Anna)
sthe,consolation of Israelf (Simeon)




Darrell Bock:

=Sometimes‘our,most,productive years in
spiritual'service*for'Godicome after
ourimostiproductive years of earthly toil.
She'has)given'herselfifull-time to

ayministry of'intercession.”
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LukelR:39°40" -

"WhentJosephfand,Mary;had done everything

“required'bysthe*law of the Lord, they returned
to!Galileeyto' their, own, town of Nazareth.
Andithelchild'srew/and'became strong;
heiwas filled'withyjwisdom, and
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What haveiwe learned?®

“sSuccessjandiusefulnesstare defined by God:

-wlhe,GoodNews of Jesusirequires a response:
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Are yousbeinglcalled 2™

“wlo,receive Christ

«mliolbecome’a member ofiMelbourne

Community, Church

~ TO pray /ito/receive prayer
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To,afﬁrm or reaffirm a.commitment

ﬁlﬁ W ns_. - : . ‘\
:xTolreceiveithe,Lord; s:Sup?e‘Ww
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Life Beginsglin the'Womb

“wLuketl:1'5 = 'Psalm 139:13
~wlEuke 1:41 ~wlsaiah 49:1
2 Psalm 22:9-10 snJeremiah”1:4-5




