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WE‘@@?@W O@me in Acts

:AWatchingfthe'church blossom from Jesus
Ascension and thelDay of,Pentecost.

A

=1 Good news about Jesuslis'spreading across the world.

» Paul said goed bye to,many, of his church-
<§Ianting
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KeypRoints fortloday

e powerfullyfuse our/Jesus-story.

S
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AUsingithe gifts God has,given us, opens doors
to share God's love! "

+ God wantsjtoelactivelyshealithose attitudes,

values! E={those,things
not like Jesus!
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KeypRointsierFroday
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S AWelcanimiss God’sission when we

makellife about us'— excluding others.

Y God’s mission throughtus'is
to bless thesworld*
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S BrieifReview; @.‘I‘. Scripture
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To Get Background Context
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JAN Pamthesis
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- Yfithe}Biblelis going impact us,

mustibring it into our'context.

S YEach time we hearfg]ew;”
let's put ingeunames:

glfetislseeiwhatiGodfmight teach us!
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S Asithelsoldiersiwereabout to take Paul into'the
barracks, he askedthe'commander, “May I
, YD @y
say something to youis Dolyou speak
Greek?” he,replied:gwArent you the Egyptian
whojstartedfatrevoeltfand led four thousand
terroriststfoutiintolthejwilderness{somejtime,ago?:
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S Paullanswered™ I amfalJew, from Tarsus in
Cilicia'fa'citizen ofino’ordinary city. Please let

me speak to the people’™ After receiving the
commandegsjpermission, Paul stood on the
stepsfandfmeotionedito the crowd. When they
werevallfsilent®helsaidftofthemlinfAramaic:
“Brothers and'fathers;listentnowjtolmy{defense””

A
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A Useslhisfstatus to open the 'door to'God'’s

work="NO EGO TRIP'HERE!

=vHe spoke to the power/controllers with truth.
» He speaksjtheirifirstilanguage.”
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S Whenftheylheard himfspeak toithem in Aramaic}
theyibecame very quiet..Then Paul said: |
*I"am a Jew, borntin¥liarsus of Cilicia, but
brought up,injthisjcity’ I' studied under
Gamalielfandfwasithoroughly trained in the

[aw’offour; Ifwasljust{asjzealous
for God as any, ofiyoufareftoday?
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1ip the'followers'ofithis Way to their:
-ty .
death’ arrestmg both'men,and women and

throwing them into prlg;l as the high priest
and all the Counciljcan themselves testify.
Leven [etters from them to their
associates'iniDamascusjandiwentithereito)bring these
people as prisoners to'Jerusalemitolbelpunished:”




e
» RaulistRedigree
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“Pnfan'important city.

-"Raised in Jerusalem®

» StudiedyunderiGamaliel’
~Sliknowjithe [aw;
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RaulisiRedigree
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S Siwasizealous'— JUSIREIKE Y OU!
Bliwas’on the insidejwithythe;religious leaders:.

SN
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*T'was doing what youjre trying to do TO ME!
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INCHSIZ2:678
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as'l' camenear. Damascus,
suddenly’a bright lightfrom heaven flashed®
around me. I fell tojthe ground and heard

a voice saytopmesSaul!l'Saul! Why do you
persecutefme are you, Lord?’ I asked.

TfamWesus youjare

persecuting,#he replied!

o
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S Mylcompanions sawjthe'light; but they
didinot'understand thewoice of him who
was speaking to meMaWhat shall I do, Lord?’

I asked. ‘GetyupMthelford said, ‘and go into

Damascus®liherefyouiwill be told all

that'youthaye assigned{toldos
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S Mylcompanions led me by the hand into

Damascus, because'the brilliance of the light
had blinded me. A¥; aﬁlamed Ananias
came to seegmeMHelwas a devout observer
ofsthe}law, highlyirespected by all
theVewslivingithere' s

o
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= Helstoodibeside mendsaid, ‘Brother Saul

receivelyour sight!#And at,that very moment

S [fwas able to see hi.”'
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L PRaulisfstorylis'a summary ofiLuke’s
description in Acts!9!

~
B ¥This is my story . ®jyou’canitirefute that.

+ Our stories &ﬁﬁm connect.
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SeThenthelsaid:¥The Godfofiour ancestors has
chosentyou to know'hiswill and to'see the =

Righteous One andfto hear words from his
mouth. Yougwill§{beshis witness to all people

ofswhatiyeuthavelseen and heard.

A
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e Andfnowawhat'are Mting for?
Getiup) 'be baptIZed and wash
your sins away, callmg’ n his name.™”
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I AChosenibylGod, fodGod’s mission.

Pliike’Paul, we eachjare,called,to Iive
out God’s mission®
(Matthew, 28R GreatiCommission”)

JAOURIEIVESIAREINOTREOR,OUR MISSION!
+ God is already/attwork inftheyworld!
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' have'a mission.
Godis'mission has'a"church.”

"
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S When¥freturned to Jerusalem and was praying

atitheltemple, I fellfinto a,trance and saw the

Ford speaking to me‘é’nck' he said. ‘Leave
Jerusalem immediately, because the people

A

herejwillinotfacceptiyour testimony about me.’
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ellordifreplied; ‘thesefpeople’know: that
Ifwentifrom one synagogug‘io another to
imprison and beatftheselwho believe in you.
And when thejbloodiofiyour martyr Stephen

wasjshed®fstoodfthere giving my approval

and'guardingfthelclotheslofithose

who were Killing him™

o
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SsThenithe}ford'said tofme) Go; I will send'you
farfaway to the Gentiles.2 The crowd listened

to Paul until he saidfthis®"Then they raised

their voices;andishouted, “Rid the earth
ofshim$HeisInotifititoilive!”

A
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wRiddthelearthoffhim?? ~
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L Gentileg=—Inon-Jewish'people,
likelyou'and me. e &~
=wWas like a SWEARYWORD:

+ They werefokfwithfthe. murder of Stephen;

the offmenSwomansand children
who followediJesusAWAYA
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pRidithefeanth'offhim®?”
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S PRaulfreminded them: Iost their,way from

Godisicovenant plan™ to,bless all nations.

A )
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*:WThelidealthat!they are the

onlylones who matter? ™

=»lhey were God's favorxte
everyone elselisfsecondary.

20U iﬁ'@t{@ beforesyou can
belong Wlth usH

&
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:¥Theyihadlexperiencedftoo many years
offspecial privilege!

W PFear of others theyfdidn't'know.

» Not intentionallyfengaging with those
otheripeopleEiwholeverthose, ‘others” are.



m Missional Call‘?
M their God

o pMisunderstanding
iwaslan'exclusive God = for them.

=wlradition had replaced vxtaI faith.
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WhatVight Bssi L0k Lik‘? n

i Mntentionally/engagingfthe outcast:
(Jesusiwith Samaritan‘woman.)

=PLiving as Servant tolallfpeople:
(Jesus at thejlfast§Supper:.)

:gMaking livesibetter,because

they've beenfaroundfus:J(Wherelevenesus
went people'were changedf§healed®)
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WhatVight Bssi L0k Lik‘? n

I ¥Standiwithfthose wholare marginalized:
(Jesusitouching thellepers.)

- SFamiliar example'istMatthew;25:34-40,
when JesusjreturnsjtolEarth:
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Matt-ew 2954
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N\[Jesus]:&Thenfthe Kingjwill say/to those
onthisiright, ‘Comelyouwho are blessed

by my Father; tak%’

SN
&

gx’inheritance,
the kingdomypreparedtfor you since
theycreationfofithefworld.
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e Forllwasihungry andfyou'gave me something
toleat)fliwas thirsty and you gave me something
to' drink, I was a st@r{ger and you invited

me in, [ neededfclothes and you clothed me,

Iwas]sickfandfyoullooked after me, I was

in'prisonfandfyoulcamejtopvisitime?

A
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S Thenfthelrighteous willfanswer. him, ‘Lord}

whenldid we see you'hungry and feed you,

..

or thirsty and give yeu%mething to drink?

When did wejseejyyouta stranger and invite

youtin¥orineeding{clothes and clothe you?

When¥did{welseelyoujsickfordinfprison
and go to visit you?
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Matthew 25:40 P

IeThelKingiwill reply ‘ Iy I tell you, whatever
you did'for one of the'least of these brothers

and sisters of mine? YO’dId for me.””
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2 ¥Sureltheylcould tellftheir'rich'story and

heritage™.. but forgot'that,ultimately the story.

wasn't about them!

» INSTEAD OEAWORSHIPPING GOD —

theifnationalityftheir ulture, protecting
themselves®hadibecomeltheirjidols
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Galatza»ns 3: 28 R
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STherelisineither Jew norGentIIe neither slave

norifree, nor is there maIeQnd female,

for you are all one Eﬁ) Chrlst Jesus.
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WAsltheyiwerelshoutingfand'throwing off
theiricloaks and flinging dust into the air,

P V1

the commander ordered'that Paul be taken
into the barracks§Heldirected that he be

flogged interrogated in order to find out
why’thetpeoplefwerelshoutingfatihimilike this:
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WAsltheylstretched himfout'to flog him, Paul'said
tojthefcenturion standingithere, “Is it legal for

Wy ,
you to flog a Romanicitizeniwho hasn't even
been found,guiltyZeWhen the centurion

heardfthisShefwentitoithe commander and
reportediitaWhatiaresvoujgoingjtoldo:
he asked. “This man'isfajRomani{citizen s

A
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S Thelcommander Wentto Paul and asked,

glellime;"are you alRoman citizen?” “Yes,
[fam,” he answered! Then the commander
said, “I had to payzalot of money for my
citizenship@Butilfwas born a citizen,”

S

&

Paulfreplied®
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S Thoselwhojwere abou tto interrogate him
withdrew immediately: The commander
. O ) :
himself was alarmedfwhen he realized
that he had,put§Baul’fa'Roman citizen,

ingchains®
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Grablth'elOpportunity
— — 5 &
~:FPaulfusesithis'for God’s Kingdom advantage®
=BRutsithe commander onsthe,defensive. '

A

'+ Opens up future opportunities for Paul
to proclaimithe news, of Jesus.
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e powerfullyfuse’our/Jesus-story.

AUsingithe gifts God,has,given us,
for the sake of Godistikingdom, opens doors
to share Godis}loyve!




- -
SONUIAL?
. _ - I3

Sl Godiwantsfto'activelydheal our attitudes
valuesiprejudices ithings,that
are not like Jesus!

B
» We can missjGodisfmission when we
makellifefaboutfusbeiexcluding others.

God's'missionfithroughfus}is
to bless the world:






AreRcuibeinglcalled?
S:3TolreceivelGhrist r g

“slolbecome a member.offMelbourne
Community Church

» To pray.atofreceivejprayer
¥ lolaffirmfordreaffirmialcommitment
« To receive the*CORDis




