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sVAlcaselstudy/in pro‘bL m-solving.
~PAtmodel for church government.
= Mercy ministry should'not be neglected.

» Word ministryimustihave priority.
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INSpiritfilled’church

s)Devoted|toithe apogtles’ teaching.

~sDevoted to fellowship.
» Devoted to “the breaking of‘bread.”

prayeri
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Ouniheroic!Savior:

ST

s1Character> appearance.
~WEidelity to truth > desiresiofiyour heart.
= Heroes = substitutes!
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Aets 6 1%8"3

3 Problem and solutlon(6 1-6:6)
SsSummary of progress #210f,7. (6:7)

» Opposition to Stephen (6:8-6:15)

» Persecution'led by Saul{(8:1158:3)



< Philip

= Saul (Paul)
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. Actsie:l
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In|thoseldaysiwhen th%ber of disciples S8
waslincreasing, the'Hellenistic Jews among
them complained %ainst the Hebraic Jews
because theinwidowsiwere being overlooked

distribution of food.
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+WPersecution

“ACorruption

+ Distraction

+« Division
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SYo) the Twelve gathered all'the disciples
together'and said, .E would not be right for
us to neglect the ministry ofithe word of

God in ordertowalton tables
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Brothers|and| sxsters,&hoose seven men from)
among'you who are known to be full of the
Spirit and wisdom. Wé\wﬂl turn this responsibility
over to themyandywill'give our attention to

ministry of the word.”




656

This proposal pleased the'whole group.
iThey/chose Stephen a man full of faith
and of the Holy Spmt falso Philip, Procorus,
Nicanor, TimenBarmenas, and Nicolas

conyert to Judaism. They

presenteditheseimenitolthelapostles,yjwho
prayed and laid their’handsfonfthem?*
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Solthe 3' " God §prgad. The number
offdisciples in Jerusalem, increased rapidly,
and a large numb&)fopriests became

obedient tothefaith;
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SummariesHnvActs:
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" A,ts 2. 46-4'7

Every d th contig'u gd to meet together in}
theltemple courts.lhey broke bread in their
homes and ate togetheriwith glad and

sincere hearts¥praising God and enjoying
theyfavorfoffallfthefpeople. And the LORD
addedftottheirfnumberidailyithose s

who were being saved®



Then “ thro_gghout Judea, Galilee
andfSamaria enjoyed'a time of peace and

was strengthenedSEiving in'the fear of the
LORD and encouraged'by the Holy Spirit,
it;increasedfinfnumbers.
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BatlthepwordlofGod gpntinued
tolspread and flourish.
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Sojthelchurches Werestrengthened in the fa:th :
andigrew daily in numbers.
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In\thisiway/the word @fthe L.ORD spread
widely/and grew in'power.
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Foritwolwhole'years Ba;xwlstayed there in his
own'rented house and welcomed all who
came to see him. ﬁ’é’proclaimed the
kingdom of,Godianditaught about the LORD
JesusjChristimswithfall boldness and

without hindrance!'
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Now manﬁujlof God's grace

andipower, performed great wonders
and signs among t‘h‘ereopIe.

"'



L

-

@fox’ ?he Gentiles:

& Stephen”" '
-"Philip

= Saul (Paul) \

+» CorneliusSthelcenturion




. ACLSIB:9-10

@ppositionjarose, hoy% from members ofgs
thelSynagogue of the'Freedmen (as it was
called) — Jews of’(%(‘rgne and Alexandria as
well as the provincesiofiCilicia and Asia —

th Stephen. But they
could®not s't.all'gd upjagainstithejwisdom the,

Spirit gave him as he¥spoke!
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[Jesusfiwarning of perﬁon] “But make
upiyour mind not to worry. beforehand
how you will defend(yourselves For I will
give you wordsjandiwisdom that none

ofiyour; will be able



. Acts 6:11-12

Then they secretly per%ded some men
tolsay, “We have heard Stephen speak
blasphemous Wor%agamst Moses and
against God.gSojthey/stirred up the people

and the the teachers of the law.

before the Sanhedrin®
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Theyiproduced'false LNMSCS, who testified;
eThisifellow never stops . speaking against
this holy place andfagainstithe law. For we
have heard himysayithat this Jesus of

Nazarethfwill{destroyathis pIace and change




All Who‘itting infthe'Sanhedrin looked
intently'at Stephen) and they saw that his

face was like the faceloffan angel.
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Exedustéd:<9

When!Moses/came dgMom Mount Sinai
withithe two tablets'of the,covenant law
in his hands, he W?SYnot aware that his
face was radianf§because he had
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Then|thelhigh!priest asked'Stephen,
#Areithese charges'true?.

“,
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Rdefense® (7:e-7.93)
- WHistory/oflOT (7:27:50) '
=tAbraham \

» Joseph

+ Moses

» Counter- charge (7:5157:53)
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. IACLS ‘? 51-58

[Stephen] “Vou stxff-necked people!
Yourthearts and ears are, still uncircumcised.
. . -~
You are just like yourfancestors: You always
resist the HolydSpirit'!Was there ever a
: ancestors did not persecute?
They’evenikilledithoseiwholpredictedithe
coming of the'Righteous
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«And have betrayed'and murdered
him'=—'you who have'received the [aw
that was given thr&'gh' angels but

have not obeyedit.”
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When|themembers o&ﬂwnhedrm heard this]
theyawere furious and onashed their teeth at
him. But Stephen, f'ull(of the Holy Spirit, looked
up to heavenjandisaw;the glory of God, and
Jesus|standingfatithelrisht hand of God. “Look,”

he'saidlf{seetheavenjopenianditheiSon of: Man
standing at the right hand{ofiGod*




~'Psalm 1?6:1
~PRomans 8:34

+ Colossians 3:1
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Colessiansis:

Since; t'u havg@ge’n raised with Christ)
setiyour'hearts on things .above, where

Christ is, seated aﬁh‘e)right hand of God.

4~r
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Atithis|they/covered g;eﬁ‘."ears and,
vellingfat the top of‘their,voices, they all
rushed at him, drz@e‘d him out of the city
and began tojstonethim. Meanwhile, the

witnesseshaiditheirlcoats at the feet of

a'youngfman namedSa’ﬁI. — ‘_
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While they were stonm’g‘ﬁn Stephen
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
Then he fell on his)knees and cried out,
“Lord, do nof4holdjthisisin against them.”

Whenjhe this, he fell asleep.
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And|Saullapproved offtheir killing him.
Onithat'day a great'persecution broke out
against the church'i?l\_]erusalem, and all
except the apostlesywere scattered

and|Samaria.
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Godlymen buried Stephen and mourned
deeply/for him. But'Saul,began to destroy
the church. Going%m house to house,

he dragged offi both men and women
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Herelis trorthy‘saying that deserves
fullfacceptance: Christ' Jesus came into
e
the world to save sinners — of whom

I am the Worst. |
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Butiforjthativery reasg%s shown mercy
soithat'in me, the worst of sinners, Christ
Jesus might displz@his immense patience
as an examplejfogthose who would believe

feceiveleternal life.
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Ea}iy churchiproblems:

- Administrative issu!gy
<PEthnic'strife

» Jealousy ~
» Slander
=-nEonspiracy,
+ Violence
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Then)Jesus|said to hisldisciples, “Whoever
wants'to be my disciple must deny
themselves and ta‘k!aup their, cross and
follow me. Eorgwhoever.wants to save their




ave wellearned?

sVAlcaselstudy/in pro‘bL m-solving.
~PAtmodel for church government.
= Mercy ministry should'not be neglected.

» Word ministryimustihave priority.
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Shyouibeingicalled?

~pliolreceive!Christ ’

~wlolbecome a member ofiMelbourne
Community Church

» To pray,/atolreceiveiprayer
w:¥lolaffirmforireaffirmial commitment

» To receive the' LORD!sISuppet:




